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"Child abuse increases the likelihood of arrest as a juvenile by 53 percent, as an adult by 38 percent and arrest for a violent crime by 3 percent."

~ United States Advisory Board on Child Abuse
Who Should Attend?

· Department of Juvenile Justice

· Department of Family and Children Services

· Department of Mental Health

· Juvenile Court Judges

· Attorneys

· Court Appointed Special Advocates
AGENDA

9:00 — 9:30 
REGISTRATION
9:30 — 9:45 
WELCOMING REMARKS

9:45 — 10:45 
PLENARY SESSION – "SEXUAL BEHAVIORS IN CHILDREN"

10:45 — 11:00 
BREAK

11:00 — 12:00 
PLENARY SESSION – "CHILD VICTIMS"

12:00 — 1:15 
LUNCH AND KEYNOTE SPEAKER – "A SURVIVOR'S STORY"

1:15 — 2:15 
PLENARY SESSION– "JUVENILE OFFENDERS"

2:15 — 2:30 
BREAK

2:30 — 3:30 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS



TRACK A – TRIAL PRACTICE (ATTORNEYS ONLY)



TRACK B - PSYCHO SEXUAL ASSESSMENT INTERPRETATION



TRACK C - CONTINUUM OF TREATMENT SERVICES



TRACK D - MANAGING FOR SAFETY – SAFETY PLANNING

3:30 — 4:00 
CLOSING REMARKS
Why this conference?

The incidence and prevalence of child sexual abuse is overwhelming. The victim, the offender, the families and the community at large are affected by child sexual abuse. The consequences of child sexual abuse vary widely in severity, duration and form; therefore, are often difficult to detect and require individualized treatment. The day-to-day challenges facing professionals working with child sexual abuse are unique. The goal of this conference is to provide participants with a wide range of pertinent information to increase professional skills and knowledge in the prevention, recognition, assessment and treatment of sexual abuse.

What is included?

The three plenary sessions will provide an overview of sexual behaviors in children, common behaviors of sexual abuse victims and valuable information on juvenile offenders. The luncheon keynote speaker will share his personal story of being a victim of abuse and his road to recovery. Lastly, the four in-depth breakout sessions will provide participants with an opportunity to delve more deeply into their topic of choice.

Why a collaboration?

There is a need for Juvenile Court Judges, DFCS staff, DJJ staff, MH staff and other individuals focused on children's welfare to periodically take stock of whether there are more effective ways of providing services. The needs of youth and their families are often overwhelming. The best efforts to serve the youth can be diminished by challenging needs, limited resources and staff turnover. Efforts to serve adolescents are enhanced when professionals and agencies coordinate as a multidisciplinary team in investigation and intervention services to create a child-focused approach to child abuse cases. A collaborative approach requires concerned agencies to operate interdependently, working in concert to minimize the ability of offenders to circumvent the goals of community management and

maximize victim safety and support.

Conference Schedule

9:00 — 9:30 Registration and Coffee

9:30 — 9:45 Welcoming Remarks

Judge Velma Tilley 

Bartow County Juvenile Court

9:45 — 10:45 Sexual Behaviors in Children: What is Normal? What is Not?

Stephanie Leigh Bishop-Collum, LCSW 

Inner Harbour Hospital

Many professionals working with children are faced with situations where they are expected to be able to assess a child's behavior and take the appropriate action. It is therefore imperative to reduce the uncertainty in interpreting behavior, by increasing awareness of the psychosexual development of children. This workshop is designed to provide the professional with a foundation to recognize and address abnormal sexual behavior in children. Participants will first learn to distinguish what is considered to be normal and healthy at various stages of development. They also will learn how to distinguish normal sexual exploration behaviors from problematic sexual behavior in children. Finally, they will explore practical information for use in determining strategies for identifying and responding to sexual behaviors.

10:45 — 11:00 Break

11:00 — 12:00 Child Victims

Julie Medlin, Ph.D. 

Medlin Treatment Center

Children who have been sexually abused often suffer from a wide range of emotional, behavioral, and sexual problems. These problems and emotional reactions vary from child to child, as not all children respond in the same way to sexual abuse. This presentation will provide participants with a deeper understanding of the emotional impact of sexual abuse and why children respond the way they do. The presenter will also discuss why children often delay in reporting sexual abuse, and why they may later recant their allegations. Finally, the presenter will discuss how sexual trauma evaluations can help identify a victim's treatment needs.

12:00 — 1:15 Lunch (provided)

Keynote Speaker: Out of the Dark: A Survivor's Story

Scott Wheeler 

Murray County DFCS

Drawing on his personal experiences of abuse and survival, Scott Wheeler offers unique insights into developing effective strategies of survival and healing. The specific tools Scott offers are invaluable steps on the healing path of the perilous journey back from the deep darkness of childhood abuse. Scott weaves personal experience with professional knowledge to show how to come to terms with an abusive past while forging powerfully into the future of recovery. This presentation is a very straightforward and practical discussion of the effects of child abuse, the painful and daunting road to recovery, the stages of recovery the survivor passes through, and first hand examples of outside intervention that aided in the healing process. In this illuminating presentation, Scott illustrates that although the effects of child abuse are long-term and severe, healing is possible.

1:15 — 2:15 Juvenile Offenders

Roy Chancey, LCSW, A.C.C.F.C. 

Private Practitioner & Consultant

Developing a thorough understanding of young people who commit sexual offenses is vital in creating a successful

treatment plan. This presentation explores the complex issues that surround juvenile sexual offending, including the origins of deviant behavior, the consequences for both victim and offender, the criminal justice and mental health systems' response, the treatment of the perpetrator and prevention of re-victimization.

2:15 — 2:30 Refreshment Break
2:30 — 3:30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

TRACK A
Trial Practice (attorneys only)

Young sex offenders commit a wide range of deviant sexual behaviors, ranging from limited exploratory behaviors committed primarily out of curiosity to repeated aggressive assaults. Society needs interventions to respond effectively to this behavior. Processing adolescent sex offenders through the juvenile justice system provides broader sentencing options while focusing on protecting the community and providing a coordinated effort between the criminal justice system and treatment providers to prevent future victimization.

Two distinct aspects of trial practice will be addressed in this track. The first will deal with the presentation of the expert witness on sexual abuse or offending. Issues of expert qualification and credentials, scope of testimony, and cross-examination will be covered. The second aspect will deal with the defense of juvenile sex offenders.

Attorneys play a key role in determining charging decisions, raising the level of accountability in juveniles in the criminal justice system, ensuring compliance with treatment plans, and increasing the possibilities for more effective solutions to contain these offenders and minimize the risk of future sexual offenses. The key lies in harmonizing prompt accountability measures with treatment programming that addresses the unique needs of each individual offender and his or her family. It is vital that there is a well-structured system of interventions that addresses each offending youth's individual needs and carefully considers the rights of the victim, the protection of the victim, and the safety of the community.
TRACK B
Psycho Sexual Assessment Interpretation

When children and adolescents sexually offend, they should receive specialized evaluations to assess their treatment needs and risk for reoffending. If their sexual offending behaviors are ignored, their offending may escalate and continue into adulthood. In fact, most adult sex offenders began their deviant sexual behaviors in early adolescence or childhood. Given this, it is critical to intervene as soon as deviant sexual behaviors emerge in order to prevent future victims. Specialized evaluations help identify the juvenile's sexual issues, treatment needs, and placement needs. This track provides a wealth of information on the administration and interpretation of instruments for assessing sexual offending in juveniles.

TRACK C
Continuum of Treatment Services

Recognizing that the origins and treatments of juvenile sexual violence are complex and cannot be addressed by any one agency, this workshop explores programs that work collaboratively with community agencies, law enforcement and the court system to provide a continuum of care essential to helping juvenile sex offenders. The workshop discusses successful methods of forging partnerships, developing common goals, and joining forces to analyze problems and create cohesive delivery systems designed to meet the needs of sexually aggressive adolescents. The goal is to understand the special needs of each child and provide the necessary services to improve the continuum of care for the sexually offending adolescent. Continuing to address the ever-changing needs of the offender, this workshop will discuss how to coordinate a continuum of care with partners from the many established resources serving children in need.

TRACK D
Managing for Safety – Safety Planning

Many juvenile sex offenders do not restrict their actions to a single type of offense. The deviant acts often escalate in frequency and severity over time. Juvenile sex offenders' behaviors are extremely harmful to communities. The paramount goal of any effort to combat adolescent sex offenses must be to protect the survivors of these offenses and make communities safer. For adolescent offenders, their deviant behavior is a dysfunctional way of coping with their circumstances, which, if untreated, can become a chronic cycle of sexual aggression. It is vital to intervene early and defeat any emerging patterns.

The goal of this in-depth workshop is to promote community safety and prevent further sexual abuse through the treatment of sex offenders and their families. A major focus of this session is to prevent the adolescent offender from re-offending. The session will include tools that the adolescent themselves can use to prevent re-offending, as well as things that the family and community can do to facilitate the adolescent’s treatment.
Thanks to Our Sponsors, Speakers and Organizers
We would like to thank the following organizations and individuals for their generous support of and participation in the 2nd Annual Northwest Georgia Regional Conference. This conference is made possible because of their dedication.
Sponsors
Children & Youth Coordinating Council

Thank you for providing substantial financial support.
Organizers
Margaret Cawood, Asst. District Director
Velma Tilley
Department of Juvenile Justice
Juvenile Court Judge of Bartow County

Rhonda Gaffolglio, Director
John Lueken, Child & Adolescent Services Coordinator

Bartow County DFCS
North Georgia Regional DHR Officr

Speakers

Stephanie Leigh Bishop-Collum, LCSW is a senior therapist at Inner Harbour Hospital in Rockmart, Georgia. In this position, she works with adolescent males who have sexual behavior problems. She also works in private practice with West Georgia Counseling and Educational Services in Buchanan, Georgia. Mrs. Bishop-Collum received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Emory University and her Masters of Social Work degree from The University of Georgia.

Roy Chancey, LCSW, A.C.C.F.C., Private Practitioner and Consultant, has 25 years of professional experience working with children, adolescents and their families. Seventeen of those years have been in direct clinical experience working in the field of sexual aggression and sexual victimization. Mr. Chancey currently supervises the Sexually Reactive and Aggression Programs through Hillside Hospital in Atlanta. He is also a consultant for Devereux in Kennesaw as well as the Department of Juvenile Justice. Mr. Chancey developed the Adolescent Sexual Offenders Program for the Cobb County Mental Health Center and is the former clinical director for the Adolescent Sexual Offender Project through Clayton County Mental Health Center. He is also the former program coordinator of the Sexual Aggression and Male Survivor Program at Charter Peachford Hospital. Mr. Chancey has been a clinical director, consultant and trainer for numerous adolescent sexual offender programs throughout the state of Georgia as well as Arkansas and New York.

B. Shane Haney, J.D. is an attorney associated with the Neel Law Firm of Cartersville, Georgia where his practice is concentrated in the areas of domestic law, criminal defense, and small business representation. He has represented the Bartow County Department of Family and Children Services as the Special Assistant Attorney General since 1999. He earned his B.A. degree from Oglethorpe University in 1991 and his J.D. degree from Cumberland School of Law at Samford University in 1994.

Steven Knauts, MS obtained his bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Utah, and his master’s degree in Clinical Psychology from the University of Florida. He interned at Florida State Hospital, a forensic facility in Chattahoochee, Florida, and received a service award from the Florida Department of Children and Families in 1998. Mr. Knauts has worked as an evaluator and program therapist for Medlin Treatment Center since 1999. In that time, he has conducted over 200 evaluations regarding sexual issues in children, adolescents, and adults, for such agencies as DFACS, the juvenile courts, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and adult probation. Mr. Knauts has given presentations at seminars conducted by CASA and Prevent Child Abuse Georgia. He has been the Assistant Director of the Sexual Deviancy Program at Medlin Treatment Center since March 2003. Mr. Knauts is a faculty member of Medlin Training Institute, and has taught in training seminars for the treatment of sex offenders.

Julie Medlin, Ph.D. obtained her B.A. in psychology from Harvard University and her M.S. and Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the University of Florida. Dr. Medlin completed her clinical internship in a joint program at the U.S. Bureau of Prisons and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she received specialized training in working with adult sex offenders and child sexual abuse victims. Dr. Medlin founded the Medlin Treatment Center (MTC), an outpatient-counseling center that specializes in evaluating and treating sexual abuse victims and perpetrators. Dr. Medlin is currently the President of the Georgia Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers. She also serves on the Georgia Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Advisory Council and on the Georgia Sex Offender Registration Review Board. In addition, Dr. Medlin has appeared on national television programs for CNN and Discovery Health as well as several nationally syndicated programs.

Scott Wheeler is this year's keynote speaker. As a survivor of emotional, physical and sexual abuse, Mr. Wheeler provides new insights, personal wisdom, and life experiences to the dedicated individuals who work with today's children in need. After working seven years at Georgia Highland Center in Case Management & Centralized Intake, he refocused his considerable energies on at-risk children and youth at the Murray County DFCS office where he has worked since November 2002. Mr. Wheeler holds an Associate Degree in Sign Language and an Associate Degree in Early Childhood.
Registration Fee:
Only registrations with PAYMENT postmarked on or before the October 7, 2003 deadline will qualify for the Early Registration fee. The Regular Registration Fee will then apply for registrations with payment postmarked after October 7, 2003. The registration deadline is November 4, 2003. To ensure adequate space, no on-site registration is available.

Please make checks payable to M.A.S.

Mail registration form and payment to:

North Region MH/DD/AD Office

475 Tribble Gap Road, Suite 200

Cumming, GA 30040

Facility Information:

Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Center

2211 Dug Gap Battle Road

Dalton, Georgia 30720

Phone: 800.824.7469

706.272.7676

Fax: 706.278.5811
Directions: Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Center is conveniently located off I-75. From the North: Exit 333, at the light at the end of the exit ramp turn right and travel .5 miles on Dug Gap Road. Turn left into the Trade and Convention Center. From the South: Exit 333, at the light at the end of the exit ramp turn left and travel .6 miles on Dug Gap Road. Turn left into the Trade and Convention Center. On-site parking available.
Continuing Education:

Four hours of CLE credits will be available for attorneys for $20. Payment must be made on-site. Please make checks payable to: CCLC.

Special thanks to the Georgia Indigent Defense Council for coordinating notification to its members as well as assisting with certification for CLE.

_________________________________________________________________

2003 Registration Form
This form may be duplicated. One person per registration form please.
Name: ________________________________________
Company: _____________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________

Phone: (____)___________________
E-mail: ________________________

Breakout Session Preference
Please indicate your session choice.

      A – Trial Practice (Attorneys)

      B – Psycho Sexual Assessment Interpretation

      C – Continuum of Treatment Services

      D – Managing for Safety

Lunch Preference

Please indicate your lunch choice

      No Preference

      Vegetarian

